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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Ribald No. 901 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

Ribald No. 901 is a magazine published in New Zealand which is concerned almost 
exclusively with the explicit depiction and description of sexual activity between men 
and women. The magazine includes photographs, articles, jokes and advice columns. 

The magazine is classified as objectionable because of the extent and degree to 
which, and the manner in which, it describes or depicts sexual conduct of a degrading 
and dehumanising nature. In addition, the publication contains a depiction of an act of 
torture. 

The limit on the freedom of expression resulting from this classification is considered to 
be reasonable and demonstrably justified. This classification is consistent with the 
provisions of s5 and s6 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 because it is the 
only restriction on the freedom of expression available to prevent likely injury to the 
public good, and which is consistent with Parliament’s intention that "particular weight" 
be given to matters in s3(3) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 in deciding whether or not a publication is objectionable. 
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